






















































































Exhibit “A” - Plano Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan  
Vision Statements, Policies, Action Statements, and Maps 
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The Natural Environment Vision 

Plano is a healthy and sustainable city, whose policies and investments focus on 
building and site efficiency, protecting and restoring natural resources, and improving 
the resiliency of the community.  
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Exhibit “A” - Plano Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan  
Vision Statements, Policies, Action Statements, and Maps 

 

The Natural Environment - Building and Development Design 

Policy - Plano will implement energy efficient building codes and make sustainable 
investments to new and existing facilities to reduce energy consumption, improve air 
quality, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Action Statements 

 
1) Annually review the Facility Policies and Procedures to incorporate new building 

efficiency measures as feasible.   
 

2) Create a policy requiring any public-private project that includes a development 
agreement to apply sustainable construction standards, as appropriate, to the 
project. 
 

3) Review development and building regulations every three years to ensure 
provisions for the efficient use of natural resources and promote environmental 
quality. 
 

4) Promote buildings and projects that are environmentally friendly and educate the 
public about the health and environmental benefits of green buildings.   

 
5) Create a building incentive program for new development and redevelopment 

projects to incorporate sustainable design elements such as: solar energy; 
natural lighting; reflective roofs or green roofs; low Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOC) materials and ventilation; heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) 
energy performance and efficiency systems; on-site renewable energy; waste 
minimization; and water reclamation and conservation.  

 
6) Determine if viable options exist within the North Central Texas Council of 

Governments (NCTCOG) amendments of the International Green Construction 
Code (IgCC) for possible inclusion into the development process.   

 
7) Ensure timely adoption of building codes as established by the International 

Code Council. 
 

8) Create regulations for sustainable building and site planning practices such as 
tree preservation, reduced impervious coverage, and green infrastructure.  
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The Natural Environment - Renewable Energy 

Policy - Plano will increase the use of solar power and other renewable sources for city 
infrastructure, facilities, and operations and encourage residents and businesses to 
make renewable energy improvements that diversify the energy supply, reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels, improve air quality, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Action Statements 
 

1) Develop energy conservation education and energy efficiency retrofit programs 
and identify appropriate new financing opportunities for energy efficiency and 
solar energy installations for commercial, residential, and civic buildings. 
 

2) Create a marketing campaign that increases awareness and participation with 
the city’s Smart Energy Loan Program, Housing Rehabilitation Program, and 
Great Update Rebate Program to provide homeowners and renters assistance in 
upgrading their homes to be more energy and water efficient.  
 

3) Explore public/private partnerships for the development of energy efficiency 
programs with private utility companies.  
 

4) Increase renewable energy participation with homeowners and business owners 
by supporting private initiatives such as Solarize Plano.  
 

5) Evaluate the feasibility of using rooftops of public facilities and parking garages 
for renewable micro-power generation, such as solar.  
 

6) Evaluate the feasibility of geothermal energy as an alternative energy source for 
public and private buildings.   
 

7) Negotiate higher renewable energy minimums with the city’s electric providers at 
the time of contract expiration.  
 

8) Establish a cost-effective program for replacing city vehicles operating on fossil 
fuels with those that operate on alternative fuels or electricity.  
 

9) Review the Zoning Ordinance and amend as necessary to facilitate the 
development of alternative fuel distribution facilities.   
 

10) Seek grants to assist with the funding for alternative fueling stations and electric 
charging stations.  
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The Natural Environment - Stormwater Management 

Policy - Plano will improve water quality by requiring design and use of erosion control 
plans and stormwater pollution prevention plans to ensure compliance with federal, 
state, and local regulations, minimize pollution and contamination of water ways, and 
enhance and protect biodiversity and ecosystems.  
 
Action Statements 
 

1) Implement the goals and objectives of Plano’s Stormwater Management Plan, 

which is updated every five years. 
 

2) Provide annual reports of Plano's stormwater management program to the 
regulating authorities. 
 

3) Expand city regulations for post construction stormwater management in new 
developments and redevelopments by a combination of structural and 
nonstructural Best Management Practices (BMPs) appropriate for the 
community.   
 

4) Develop and provide training opportunities for local developers, property owners, 
consultants and city staff on how to design, construct, inspect, and maintain 
permanent stormwater structural Best Management Practices (BMPs). 
 

5) Create a stormwater demonstration program for select neighborhoods, districts 
or on city property to show the proper installation of structural Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) for streets and parking lots. 
 

6) Create a stormwater volunteer program to engage residents in cleaning and 
testing in efforts to improve water quality of creeks.  
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The Natural Environment - Water Conservation 

Policy - Plano will conserve water resources by expanding education and incentive 
programs to ensure the city has adequate water supply to meet the long term needs of 
the citizens. 

Action Statements 

1) Apply adopted water conservation measures even during periods of adequate 
supply, not just during drought.  
 

2) Create incentives for water conservation techniques such as drip irrigation 
systems, rainwater collection and harvesting and drought tolerant landscaping, 
and create demonstration projects on city facilities to increase awareness.   
 

3) Utilize traditional and emerging marketing methods such as large-scale media, 
social marketing campaigns, and presence at public events to improve 
awareness and participation for the city’s water conservation programs. 
 

4) Study potential of air conditioning condensation harvesting and grey water use as 
a water conservation measure.   
 

5) Provide educational materials, seminars, and workshops on conservation and 
sustainability practices for water resources.  
 

6) Evaluate environmental impacts of artificial turf or synthetic grass as an 
alternative for residential and commercial developments.  
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The Natural Environment - Waste Minimization 

Policy - Plano will reduce the overall disposal of solid waste and increase reuse and 
recycling to conserve environmental resources. 
 
Action Statements  
 

1) Create a 20-year Solid Waste Plan and incorporate focus groups to cover the 
identified key areas of: commercial businesses (separated by large, medium and 
small), multi-family complexes, and residential sections (separated by home 
size/age, ethnicity and culture, and family size and median age). 
 

2) Develop and implement the 2015-2025 Regional Compost Program in 
conjunction with North Texas Municipal Water District and four (4) additional solid 
waste member cities: Richardson, Frisco, Allen and McKinney. 
 

3) Complete the implementation of the Construction and Demolition Recycling 
Incentive Program enhancements. 
 

4) Utilize traditional and emerging marketing methods such as large-scale media, 
social marketing campaigns, and presence at public events to improve 
awareness and participation in the City’s recycling programs.  
 

5) Complete the implementation of the Recycle Right All Star program. 
 

6) Evaluate and determine the next tier of residential-based materials potentially 
targeted through future recycling activities, collections or programs to increase 
recycling and decrease waste disposal. 
 

7) Develop and refine Plano’s Commercial Recycling-based Green Business 
Certification program and increase promotion and participation of program. 
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The Natural Environment - Open Space and Natural Resource Conservation  

Policy - Plano will conserve and restore open spaces and natural resources to increase 
resilience, adaptability, and biological integrity and maintain the city’s urban forest as a 
key component of the natural infrastructure network to improve air quality and the health 
of Plano’s citizens.  
 
Action Statements  
 

1) Rehabilitate and enhance natural drainage systems, water detention and 
retention basins, and other infiltration areas for multiple benefits, such as 
recreation, wildlife habitat, and stormwater management. 
 

2) Identify opportunities to conserve and reestablish open space networks, mature 
existing tree stands, steep slopes, floodplains, priority wildlife habitats, and 
significant natural features as part of public and private development plans and 
targeted acquisition.  
 

3) Work with local arboricultural institutions and agencies to prepare a detailed 
Urban Forestry Plan that establishes goals for treescape improvements and 
enhancements throughout the community.  
 

4) Conduct a citywide study every 8-10 years, or as necessary, to determine heat 
island hot spots.  
 

5) Evaluate the feasibility of creating a tree planting program to assist specific 
property owners in addressing heat island hot spots.  
 

6) Create a pavement reduction incentive program that identifies innovative ways to 
reduce the amount of impervious surfaces and reestablishes green infrastructure. 
 

7) Evaluate the commercial landscaping requirements within the Zoning Ordinance 
as part of the Urban Forestry Plan updates to ensure zoning regulations meet the 
intent of the urban forestry policies.  
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ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Economic Environment Vision 

Plano has a diverse and resilient economic base with a variety of businesses and 
employment opportunities for a well-educated and highly-skilled resident population.   
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The Economic Environment - Diverse and Resilient Economy 

Policy - Plano will focus efforts to retain existing businesses and target outreach to 
innovative knowledge-based companies to ensure a diverse and resilient economic 
base.    
 
Action Statements 
 

1) Analyze Plano’s current economic base to identify current needs and 
opportunities.  
 

2) Identify business clusters within the city and develop market studies to support 
the continued growth and expansion of these industry sectors.  
 

3) Review undeveloped land areas within the city to anticipate infrastructure needs 
required to assist with economic development activities.  
 

4) Formally engage with business leaders on a regular basis to address specific 
needs to assist with the expansion and retention of existing businesses as well 
as the development and growth of new companies.  
 

5) Provide strong customer support to businesses for the delivery of municipal 
services.   
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The Economic Environment - Jobs and Workforce Development 

Policy - Plano will assist the education and business communities in developing a 
competitive workforce to provide job skills demanded by the regional market place and 
employment opportunities for local graduates.  
 
Action Statements 
 

1) Create a partnership involving executive leadership from the city, local education 
services and businesses for providing data and analysis that address community 
issues impacting workforce development.   
 

2) Create an annual report on the city’s workforce strengths and challenges.   
 

3) Meet with local colleges and public education providers and encourage the 
creation of programs that enhance job skills of city residents needed by 
employers.  
 

4) Encourage and support efforts by area colleges and businesses to integrate 
recent graduates into the local workforce. 
 

5) Enhance Plano’s quality of life to retain and recruit a highly skilled workforce for 
the community.  
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REGIONALISM PILLAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regionalism Vision 

Plano is a leader and an innovator in the Dallas-Fort Worth region by working with other 
communities to address population growth, regional transportation, air quality, water 
conservation, consistency with neighboring cities, and educational opportunities. 
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Vision Statements, Policies, Action Statements, and Maps 

 

Regionalism - Population Growth 

Policy - Plano will accommodate regional population growth in identified areas while 
preserving the suburban character of the community. 
 
Action Statements 
 

1) Develop a policy on new growth based on the Growth and Change map, which 
identifies appropriate locations for growth and redevelopment opportunities.  
 

2) Review the Growth and Change map and Future Land Use Map every two years 
and amend growth recommendations as development trends and conditions 
change.  

 
3) If required, rezone land at preferred growth and redevelopment locations to 

accommodate future growth recommendations. 
 

4) Collaborate with neighboring cities to determine compatibility with residential 
development policies.    

 
5) Advocate with the North Central Texas Council of Governments to include 

increased residential development within developed cities in traffic modeling. 
    

6) Participate in regional discussions regarding population change and migration 
into the Dallas-Fort Worth area and its impact on cities and the region.  
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Regionalism – Regional Education 

Policy - Plano will partner with local and regional education institutions to provide 
quality educational opportunities to retain students in the region and for economic 
development opportunities to attract businesses seeking universities to provide 
research and development opportunities.  
 
Action Statements 
 

1) Assist the University of Texas at Dallas with obtaining Tier I status through the 
provision and funding of research opportunities. 
 

2) Advocate with the State of Texas to provide for adequate funding of public 
education. 

 
3) Retain the presence of Southern Methodist University (SMU) and Dallas Baptist 

University (DBU) within the City of Plano by offering assistance in establishing a 
permanent space for facilities.  

 
4) Partner with Collin College by providing student opportunities for professional 

work experience and supporting the institution’s efforts for academic excellence.  
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